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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
December 4, 2007 has been entered. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

In the CLAIMS 

Cancellation of claims: cancel claim 68. 

Claim 66: 

• Lines 11-12, replace "assign to each character at least one of a plurality of 
possible different behaviors depending upon the respective randomly selected 
outcome," with: -- assign to each character at least one of a plurality of possible 
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different behaviors depending upon the respective randomly selected outcome, 
wherein for each character the assignment of possible different behaviors is 
based on probabilities associated with a randomly selected outcome for that 
character such that the randomly selected outcome determines the assigned 
probabilities, the assignment of the at least one of the plurality of possible 
different behaviors to the character is based on the assigned probabilities,-. 

Claim 69: 

• Line 1 , replace "The apparatus of claim 68" with ~ The apparatus of claim 66 - 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in an in-person interview 
with Daniel Burnham and Jeremie Moll on January 31, 2008. Please see the attached 
interview summary form. 

Reasons for Allowance 
Claims 23-25 and 51-79 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Independent 
claims 23, 51,58 and 66 have been amended to include limitations that overcome the 
prior art of record. Newly added independent claim 77 contains limitations that would 
not have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in view of the prior art of record. 

Specifically, independent claim 23 includes limitations drawn to a plurality of 
movable objects and a plurality of possible destinations wherein a movement pattern is 
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selected based on an assigned probability and displayed. The claim has been amended 
to include the limitations of "randomly selecting a destination from the plurality of 
destinations and,' after the destination has been selected, selecting one of the possible 
movement patterns" and "displaying the plurality of objects simultaneously moving to 
the plurality of possible destinations", which overcomes the previous interpretation of a 
pachinko-type gaming machine, as disclosed by Baerlocher et al. (US 6,666,766 B2). 
Claims 24 and 25 depend from claim 23* and are therefore also allowable. 

Independent claim 51 had previously been rejected in view of Baerlocher et al., 
however the amendments made to claim 51 to include limitations of "the plurality of 
different behaviors providing a simulated intelligence to the movable characters" 
overcome this rejection. Further, claim 51 is distinguishable from Anderson et al. (US 
6,428,412) as it contains limitations drawn to "displaying a plurality of possible 
outcomes associated with respective payouts; randomly selecting one or more of the 
possible outcomes" and "awarding the payouts associated with the respective randomly 
selected outcomes to which the characters move". The association of an outcome to a 
payout and a location to which characters move is not obvious in view of Anderson, as 
the "outcomes" of Anderson are interpreted to mean the standing or seated positions of 
the characters displayed on the screen. These "outcomes" of Anderson are not 
displayed prior to the behaviors being exhibited by the characters, nor are they 
associated with a payout. Claims 52-57 depend from claim 51 and are therefore also 
allowable. 
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Independent claims 58 and 66 are allowable over the prior art of record as they 
have been amended to include limitations drawn to assigning probabilities to the 
possible behaviors that are assigned to the characters. It would not have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to assign probabilities to the 
behaviors displayed by the tiles of Anderson as there is no motivation to do so. 
Therefore, claims 58 and 66 are allowable over the prior art of record. Claims 59- 
65,67,69-76 depend from either claim 58 or claim 66 and are therefore also allowable. 

Independent claim 77 recites limitations similar to those of 58 and 66, wherein 
probabilities are assigned to possible movement patterns displayed by a character that 
allow the character to exhibit a simulated intelligence, and is thus also allowable over 
the prior art. Claims 78 and 79 depend from claim 77 and are therefore also allowable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MEAGAN THOMASSON whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2080. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 830-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on (571) 272-7147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Meagan Thomasson 
January 31, 2008 



JOHNM. 



ID 



